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Setting (view looking north up Academy Street) 
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Section 7B: Floor Plan 
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Section 7C: Maps 
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Section 7D: Historical Significance 
 
John Pullen Hunter (b. 1896, d. 1959) was born in Cary.  His father was the Reverend Alsey 
Dalton Hunter, an early Baptist minister.  The family is descended from Isaac Hunter, owner of a 
popular tavern in Wake County that was used as a landmark in establishing the city of Raleigh 
in 1788.  John Pullen Hunter graduated from Cary High School in 1912, after which he worked 
for Southern Railroad for one year.  In 1913, he entered Wake Forest College and received a 
B.S. degree in medicine in 1917.  He moved to Philadelphia for medical school, and interned in 
a hospital in Youngstown, Ohio.  In 1920, Dr. Hunter moved back to Cary, where he practiced 
medicine until his death in 1959.  He and his wife, Iva Schubert Hunter, had two children, 
Elizabeth and John, Jr.  Dr. Hunter constructed their house in the heart of downtown Cary in 
1925.  In addition to practicing medicine, Dr. Hunter served the community as a prominent civic 
leader.  He was president of the Cary P.T.A. for two years and served on the Wake County 
School Board for fourteen years.  He led the Wake County Medical Society and the Wake 
County Rural Medical Society for several years.  He was also the president of the Cary 
Chamber of Commerce, served on the Cary Town Board, and was a member of the Cary 
Masonic Lodge.  Dr. Hunter organized a financed the boys’ baseball teams in the 1920s and 
1940s, a softball team in the Raleigh City League in 1933, and semi-professional baseball 
teams in Cary from 1926 to 1933.  He helped organize the Cary High School Band and bought 
their first uniforms.  Dr. Hunter was described as a kind, gentle person who always treated those 
in need no matter their circumstances.   
 
The Hunter House is a contributing structure to the Cary National Register Historic District. The 
Hunter House is significant for its association as the family home of Dr. John Pullen Hunter, who 
was an influential civic booster for the Town of Cary during the first half of the twentieth century.   
See attached sections of the National Register nomination for more of the historic context of the 
Hunter House. 
 
Section 7E: Architectural Description 
 
The Hunter House, constructed in 1925, is a brick bungalow standing one-and-a-half-stories tall.  
It is three bays wide, with an extending porte cochere to the north side of the façade, and a 
porch enclosure on the south side of the façade.  It retains its original Craftsman-style windows, 
which include 8/1 and 10/1 configurations.  The front door is a fifteen-light glazed door.  The 
house has a broad front porch supported by battered posts on brick piers.  The side-gable roof 
is punctuated by a large, front-gable dormer flanked by two smaller shed-roof dormers.  Each 
dormer is pierced with multi-light, Craftsman-style windows; the larger, central dormer 
containing a double window with ten panes each, and the smaller shed-roof dormers containing 
single windows, each with ten panes.  The house exhibits other quintessential Craftsman 
features, including patterned brickwork on the porch knee wall, exposed rafters, and think, 
interior decorative trim.   
 
The interior includes original features such as fireplace mantels, large, two-panel doors with 
original crystal-doorknob hardware, a butler’s pantry, original kitchen counters and cabinets, and 
original, white  sink and subway tiles in the bathroom.  The butler’s pantry features original 
cabinetry with six-light glazed doors in the upper portion.  The overall floor plan remains 
unchanged: it is a center-hall plan, and is three bays deep. 
 
The chicken coop at the northeast corner of the property remains intact.  It is somewhat 
deteriorated, but is structurally sound, and retains its original floor plan, siding, and roof.  It is a 
large, rectangular, shed-roof structure.  It is large, divided openings in the front, and the side 
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elevations each contain a board-and-batten door and a window opening.  The west side 
elevation still retains its window, with is a 6/6 configuration.  The existing written documentation 
states that the chicken coop was built in 1925.  Physical evidence does reveal some nineteenth-
century cut nails in the structural members, but the preponderance of nails in the structure are 
twentieth-century wire nails.  The presence of cut nails suggests that the chicken coop may 
have been built in the late-nineteenth or early-twentieth century.   
 
The Hunter House property merits Landmark designation for its architectural integrity as one of 
only two intact Craftsman bungalows in the Cary Historic District, and for its retention of the only 
intact chicken coop in the district.  The property is significant as one of the finest examples of a 
Craftsman bungalow in the Cary National Register Historic District and the only one constructed 
of brick.  The district contains eleven (11) other bungalows or Craftsman houses, mostly located 
one to two blocks to the west on Harrison Avenue, Park Street, and Dry Avenue.  The two-story, 
frame Craftsman house at 400 S. Harrison Avenue rivals the Hunter House in architectural 
integrity.  This house retains its original siding and windows, and its exterior structural form has 
been well preserved.  Not much is known about the historical background of this house.  Eight 
(8) of the other Craftsman houses have been altered in some form, through either replacement 
siding, windows, or porch alterations.  No other bungalows in the district display the 
quintessential Craftsman bungalow features of the Hunter House, such as a horizontal, rambling 
floor plan, low-slung roof, broad eaves, and multiple dormers.   
 
Additionally, the Hunter House property contains an intact chicken coop from c.1925, which 
survives as a vestige of Cary’s early rural history (pre-1900) and the self-sufficiency of its early 
suburbs.  The chicken coop is the only surviving example of a rural farm outbuilding type in the 
Cary Historic District.  Though an outbuilding of this type appears to have been rare in Cary’s 
suburban neighborhood, the chicken coop’s presence reflects an adaptation of rural practices 
into a suburban setting.   
 
See attached sections of the Cary National Register Historic District nomination for more of the 
architectural context of the Hunter House. 
 
Section 7F: Boundary justification, significance, and integrity 
 
The property to be designated includes 0.43 acres of the property known as PIN# 0764409493, 
REID# 0034303.  The main house is in the central, western portion of the parcel, and the 
outbuilding occupies the northeast corner of the parcel.  The property retains its early-twentieth-
century, inner-suburban character.  The chicken coop remains a vestige of Cary’s earlier rural 
history.  The lot preserves the rural and suburban character of early Cary.  The appraised value 
of the entire property is $457,634 as of June 30, 2008. 
 
The proposed 0.43-acre boundary encompasses the main house and the chicken coop and 
retains its original integrity.  The property is significant as an example of early-twentieth-century 
suburban development and represents early-twentieth century Craftsman-style architecture, 
popular at this time in North Carolina.   
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