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Introduction 

Agenda: 

• Opening and Introduction 

• Findings Highlights 

• Summary 

• Discussion 
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Introduction 

What is the purpose of the “Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Resources 
Master Plan”? 
 

• is an update of the 2003 plan… 

 

• represents a bold commitment by the Town to 
continue the tradition of providing a balanced system of 
parks, recreation and cultural arts. 
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Accomplishments since ‟03 Plan 

• Multiple Park Renovations  

• Land Acquisition – 600 acres in 10 sites 

• Greenways – 50 miles, 8 grade-separated 

crossings 

• Cultural Resources – Cary Arts Center,  

 Public Art 

• Sports Venues – USA Baseball, 

 WakeMed Soccer Park 

• Special Use Facilities – Disc Golf, 

 Boathouse, Dog Park 
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Schedule 

 

 

 

• Public Process 

• Inventory & Analysis 

 

Phase 1:  

Info Gathering 

• Identification of Key 
Findings, Issues  

Phase 2:  

Findings 

 

• Generate Options & 
Recommendations 

 

Phase 3:  

Plan 
Development 

May -

July 

2011  

 Aug - 

Oct 

2011 

Nov„11-

Feb 

2012 
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Key Findings 

• Public Process 

• Survey 

• Benchmarking 

• Demographics 

• Trends 

• Inventory & Level of Service Analysis 
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Public Process 

• Public Process – input from 350 

– Advisory Board 

– 7 focus groups 

– 2 public meetings 
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Values 

• Creates a sense of community and place 

• Makes Cary a desirable place to live and visit 

• Promotes healthy living 

• Provides connection to nature 

• Increases property values 

• Provides opportunities for all ages and abilities 
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Vision 

• High quality 

• Unique 

• Proactive  

• Connected 

• Healthy  

• Clean and green 

• Sense of community 

• Inclusive – something for everyone 
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Survey 

• Survey – input from 1,469 

– 661 from random mail sample 

– 808 from open link Web version 

 

• 13% response rate to random sample 
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Survey – Usage 
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Survey – Other Providers 
Use of State/County and HOA facilities is high 
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Survey Results 
43% not aware of programs/facilities 
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Survey Results 
Favorable opinions overall…. 
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Programs 
Most important  program: special events & festivals 
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Programs 

• Programs with higher unmet needs: 

– Programs & services for people with disabilities 

– Swimming 
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Outdoor Facilities 
Top priorities: trails, natural areas, parks  
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Indoor Facilities 
    Top 3 priorities: track, aquatics, Nature Center 
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Community Recreation Centers 
52% prefer fewer larger centers over more, smaller 
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Community Recreation Centers 
76% would be willing to travel 10-15 minutes 
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 Public Art 
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Downtown / Maynard Loop 
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 Desired Downtown Amenities 
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Future Funding Priorities 
1. Trails 

2. Improve / maintain existing facilities 
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Demographics 

• Young families 

– Higher percentages of under 15 age and 35-54 

age categories than State and Wake County 

• High education and incomes 

• Growing population 
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Trends 

• Active older adults 

• Top sports ranked by participation 

– Exercise walking 

– Exercising with equipment 

– Camping 

– Swimming 
(National Sporting Goods Association, 2011) 

• Increase in drop-in activities 

• Overall declining participation in team sports 

• Lacrosse – fastest growing team sport 
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Recreation Center Trends 

• “One-stop” facility to 

serve all ages 

• Large, multi-purpose 

regional centers  

– encourages retention 

and participation 

– saves on operating 

expenses due to 

economies of scale 
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Recreation Center Trends 

• Diversity of offerings 

• Fitness areas 

increase participation 

• Leisure and 

therapeutic pools 

• Indoor walking tracks 

• Higher level of 

building design  
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Benchmarking 

Compared to 7 other communities:  

• Scottsdale, AZ; Fort Collins, CO; Lakewood, CO; 

Naperville, IL; Rockville, MD; Clarksville, TN; Plano, TX 

 

Cary rated: 

• 5th in developed parkland acres per 1000 residents  

• 2nd in undeveloped parkland acres per 1000  

• 4th in number of trails per 1000 

• 5th in parkland acre standards per 1000 

• 6th in recreation center SF per 1000 
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Inventory & Level of Service: 

GRASP® Values 

+ = 



• Inventory Included Town + Alternative 

Providers of Parks, Recreation, Trails, and 

Natural Areas (including indoor facilities) 

 

Inventory Overview 



Four Subareas: 

• West 

• Maynard Loop 

• South  

• Central 

 



Subarea 

 

Total Acres 

 

Population 

Per Acre 

 

West  5,899 2.07 

Maynard Loop 3,158 5.66 

South 7,563 3.35 

Central 18,958 4.44 

 

Cary  35,578 3.92 

Subarea Statistics 



Level of Service Analysis 

Map shows access 

to all components 

within one-mile 

service area 



Overall, 97% of Cary’s Land 

Area has Access to Some 

Service (purple + yellow areas 

on the map) 

 

76% of Cary has LOS Value 

that Meets or Exceeds an 

Assumed Threshold Value 

(purple areas on the map) 

 

 

 

Composite Analysis 



When  Level of Service Per Acre  is considered: 

 

1. Maynard Loop has highest Composite LOS 

2. Central 

3. South 

4. West  subarea  has lowest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Composite Analysis – Subareas 



When  Density is 

considered, the viewpoint 

is different: 

 

1. Maynard Loop has 

highest Composite LOS 

2. West 

3. South 

4. Central  subarea  has 

lowest Composite LOS 

 

 

 

Composite Analysis – Subareas 



Map shows access 

to all components 

within ½ mile 

service area 

Walkability Analysis – 

All Components 



76% of Cary’s Land Area 

has Walkable Access to At 

Least Some Service 

(purple + yellow areas on 

the map) 

 

37% of Cary has LOS 

Value that Meets or 

Exceeds the Assumed 

Threshold Value for 

Walkable Access (purple 

areas on the map) 

Walkability Analysis – 

All Components 



• 24 Individual Trail Networks were identified, 

totaling 63 miles 

• 63% of Cary‟s land area lies within a Trail 

Network area 

• 455 out of 625 (73%) total components in the 

inventory (including all providers) fall within a 

Trail Network area 

Trail Network 



Trail Network 



• Overall, Cary enjoys a high LOS 

 

• Variations in LOS do not necessarily reflect 

significant shortfalls or gaps in service 

 

Level of Service Analysis 



• The LOS in various parts of 

Town may not line up with 

perceptions 

• The Survey results can 

offer further insight 

– Special events/festival top 

program priority in Maynard 

Loop 

– Youth programs rank higher in 

West Cary 

Level of Service Strategy 



• Cary has a high LOS for 

conventional access to 

services (i.e., driving)  

• Clarify goals for walkable 

access 

• Trail connectivity 

contributes to walkability 

 
 

 

 

Level of Service Strategy 



Challenges & Opportunities 

• Sustaining the high LOS as system 

matures 

• Responding to changing 

demographics and growth 
 

 

Summary 
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Summary 

• High quality park system 

• Challenge to maintain high standards 

as community grows, system ages, and 

funding decreases 

• Support of connecting greenways and 

use of different trail surface types 

• Preservation of natural areas 
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Summary 

• Desire for leisure aquatics (indoor & 

outdoor) 

• Support of cultural resources 

• Interest in expanding special events and 

festivals 
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Summary 

• Balancing local and regional service 

• Increased access desired 

• Public school facilities – multipurpose fields, gyms  

• Desire to use sustainable and “green” 

design and management approaches 
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Next Steps 

• Findings Public Meeting, October 26 

• Public Art Master Plan Public Workshops, 

November 3 & 5 

• Ongoing input  

– parksplan@townofcary.org 

– publicart@townofcary.org 

• Draft Plan Meetings, February 

mailto:parksplan@townofcary.org
mailto:publicart@townofcary.org
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Discussion 

• What are your reactions to the findings? 

• Does anything appear to be missing? 

• What do you see as key focus areas for 

the Plan in light of the findings? 
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Thank you 

 

 

 

Anne Miller 
AnneM@greenplayllc.com 

303-579-6661 

parksplan@TownofCary.org 

919-460-4973 

 

www.TownofCary.org/  

(PRCR Dept.) 

 

 

mailto:AnneM@greenplayllc.com
mailto:parksplan@TownofCary.org
http://www.townofcary.org/
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